
I all f ..DFO officials adamantly deny the
I C S 0 r III q Ulry contents of the article, accusing the

. d authors of selectively quoting govern-

IlltO epartment ~:~~ reports to "construct a stoly-

BY ERIN ANDERSSEN "The attacks are unjustified," said
I The Ottawa Citizen Bill Doubleday, the director-general of
I fisheries for DFO. "They are errors in

One of the country's leading biolo- interpretation."

gists charges that the Department of Scott Parsons, the assistant deputy
Fisheries and Oceans deceived the minister of science, said MI. Hutch-
Canadian public and contributed to ings' push for an independent body of
the fall of the fiSheries by intimidating scientists "sounds a little self-serving."
its own scientists and ignoring outside "Scientific debate within DFO is
research. alive and well," he said, speaking on

In an article published in the Cana- the phone from Copenhagen, where he
dian Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic is attending an international fisheries
Sciences, Jeff Hutchings and two other meeting. \
prominent scientists say the govern- Senior DFO bureaucrats are out-
ment department should be replaced raged that the journal refused to let the
with an independent group of re- department respond to the article -
searchers who can't be silenced by and a supporting editorial -in the
policy-makers. same edition. Although the journal has

"They're not being honest with the allowed it in the past, the authors
public," Mr. Hutchings said in a inter- turned down the request, saying they
view from his office at Dalhousie Uni- preferred to follow a common practice
versity in Halifax. "Information has in which rebuttals and commentary
been available for the department's appear in subsequent editions.
considerittion and they haven't used it. "Scientists know bloody well how it
And in fact, they've biased things in works," said MI. Hutchings, who last
other directions." year received an award naming him

The article, which has enraged gov- one of North America's leading young
ernment officials, is a scathing con- fiSheries biologists. "It would have giv-
demnation of DFO bureaucracy. It de- en special treatment to DFO."
scribes a department that manufac- The department doesn't see it that
tured consensus among its staff, mis- way. Deputy minister Bill Rowat has
used scientific studies, and deliberate- flIed off an angry letter to Arthur Car-
Iy ignored the warnings of indepen- ty, president of the National ResearchI dent scientists when their research Council, which publishes the journal.
conflicted with the agenda of the day. "These are not scientific papers," he

"There is an urgent need," the arti- writes. "They are tabloid journalism. I
cle states, "for public scrutiny of the am appalled at the unprofessional and
influence of seniol-level bureaucrats unsubstantiated nature of their attacks
in the management of Canada's natur- on DFO, its scientist and its managers."
al resource. " The l2-page article, which passed the

I The article is co-authored by journal's peer-review process, quotes
Richard Haedrich of Newfoundland's scientific research papers, internal
Memorial University, and Carl Wal- memos and statements by DFO scien-
ters, who works at the Fisheries Insti- tists. It uses DFO's handling of the At-
tute at the University of British Co- lantic cod fisheries and Pacific salmon
lumbia and is arguably one of the best as examples to support its argument.

.fisheries biologists in the world. MI.
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