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DFO

By STEPHEN THORNE
The Canadian Press

Federal fisheries officials rou-
tinely destroy memos, minutes and
other records to hide politically un-
palatable science and thwart ac-
cess-to-information requests, say
sources.

Officials at the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans have even
tried to discredit scientists whose
findings don't jibe with political
agendas, current and former em-
ployees of the department told The
Canadian Press.

“The system controls very, very
tightly ideas, attitudes and in-
formation flows,” said one source,
who did not want to identified. “And
that, if nnything, (s worse than il
ever wan. It's certainly no better”

The smirces suggested some aof -
ficials act like o kind of Orwellian
“thought police,” constantly de-
stroving internal orders, nolations,
en meeling minotes,

“It's astonishing,” said a cwrrent
emlﬂl.uyu-u “We're an organization
wilh next to na rate m ;

Ottawa-based Willam Double-
day, head of biclogieal sciences, said
yesterday he has no knowledge of

, staffers

Federal fisheries officials behave like ‘thought police’

such practices, adding the reams
of documents staff go to re-
spond to access-to-information re-
quests suggests the alleged prac-
tices don't exist.

“1 thiniic i eoncept of iight con
trol s exaggerated,” he saud, *We
lunve quile a free Now of deas and
Wit ercourage our sclentists to do
original research and to publish it

A recent journal article cites At-
lnntic eod and Pacilie salmeon as ex-
amples in which (dtawa manifac-
tured consensus among stalf,
migused scientifie studies and de-
liberately ignored independent
warnings that conflicted with its
agenda,

Amd @ 1993 report by federal sci-
entists in Newfoundland said re
search into the northern cod mar:
Iorium was “groesomely. mangled
and corrupled to meet political
enile*

It said deparimenl sclentisis
were routinely gagged while “ill-in-
formed” spokesmen publicly con
veyed false information indlating
stock estimates and loler !mfm-
sizing the role of seals and cold wa
ter — nol overfishing — in the oo

collapse. Mosl ol the repart’s 184
recommendations, requested by the
regional science direclor, were acl-
ed on, Doubleday has said. He said
Tve knows of na case in which “lac-
luenl information” was supprissed
“Mobody falsified documents,”
an internal source agrees “They
optimizesd what they bad. The paliti-
vians and Lhe senior bureaucrals
would run away, pick the very best
numbers and come out and present
them in the w_? best light.
“They would hide any negative
nations — numbers, inlormation,
amything at all that took the gloss off
what they presenled. Any attempl

anyone on the inside lo ta
Efrlcn:n! view was nm 1y
squashed

The minister at the time of the
1592 cod moratorium, John Croshie,
said he knows of no tirme in his las
decade in lederal politices thal o i
ister ignored or interfered with sci
ence.

“However, the whole area is more
subtle than that,” he said in an in-
terview.

“You can't discount the fact there
are problems with science fitting

inta the government strueture and

that scientists may feel they have Lo

or ndhere Lo some kind of of-

Tedal m'[ulrlrm-nm!. Treaueralic
iLinn

Crosbie said there may nave
been a “collective mindset” that cod
stocks were increasing more rapid-
ly than they were and that some
scientists may have [elt carver op-
portunities could be threatened i
they held another view,

Attempls to yiuash dissenting
opinions didn't always work, say
sorme critics When they didn’t, Fish-
eries sometimes exacted revenge

The former co-chair of a U5
Canada working group nssessing
the perfarmance of West Coasl
salmon halcheries says his sccess o
a department dalabase was with
dravwen alter his controversial paper

ished in o scientific journal

Fisheries officials tried unsuc-
c:muili' to prevent publication of
ftay Hilborn's 1593 paper in the
Canadion Journal of Fisheries and
Aquntic Sciences, Hilborn said. The
article questioned the effectivensss
ol the Salmonid Enhancement Pro-
gram, a $500-milbon effort o boost

Pacific stocks.

“Thisy elnsed my accownt,” said
Hilbarn, a Canndian ctizen working
at the University of Washinglon in
Seattbe =1 was just petty

“They claimed they conducted o
review of whe nesded the data and
whio didn’t amd At bermed oul thal of
135 users or whatever, | wis the on
Iy one who really didn't need D

Hilborn, whose book on stock as-
sessment has been the discipline’s
bible for five years, said Fisheries
even tried to prevent publication of
itis findings

Scientist and former journai ed-
{tor David Cook, naw with the Na-
tiora) Research Council, didn't iden-
tify Hilborn's articke but in his Last
eititorial carlier this year he alhded
to *an unethical verbal atlempt” o
“subrvert the anonymity of the peer-
rEView [rocess rrﬁnrdmjt A paper
that displeased D0

Hillsorn said no one should be
nu'Pri.wd.

You expect bureaucracies Lo
want to manipulate data Lo their
own enuts ® he snid “The kast thing
that DFO wants is {a scientist) go-
ing out and saying the official ex-
planation for what huEl;m::.-d iEn'l
supparted by the data.



