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Reforming prostitution laws: Sex is their business - It's their business.
Attitudes to commercial sex are hardening. But tougher laws are wrong in both principle and practice

Two adults enter a room, agree a price, and have sex. Has either committed a crime? Common sense suggests not: sex is not illegal in itself, and the fact that money has changed hands does not turn a private act into a social menace. If both parties consent, it is hard to see how either is a victim.
Prostitution has rarely been treated as just another transaction, or even as a run-of-the-mill crime: the oldest profession is also the oldest pretext for outraged moralising and unrealistic lawmaking devised by man. In recent years, governments have tended to bother with prostitution only when it threatened public order. Most countries (including Britain and America) have well-worn laws against touting on street corners, against the more brazen type of brothel and against pimping. What has tipped the balance is the globalisation of the sex business. . From the right comes the argument that the sex trade is plain wrong, and that, by condoning it, society demeans itself. Liberals who believe that what consenting adults do in private is their own business reject that line. People should be allowed to buy and sell whatever they like, including their own bodies. Prostitution may be a grubby business, but it's not the government's. 
