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Speaker’s details

John Scott

Senior Lecturer, School of Social Science, University of New England, New South Wales, Australia
John is currently a GSL Visiting fellow to Keele

http://www.une.edu.au/sociology/staff/jscott6.php


Email: jscott6@une.edu.au
John Scott (PhD) is a Senior Lecturer with the School of Behavioural, Cognitive and Social Sciences, University of New England (NSW).  John has recently published a monograph on prostitution and public health and co-edited books on human sexuality and crime in rural communities.  His current research is focused on the regulation and organization of sex work in rural Australia and masculinities and violence in rural communities. He has published a number of articles on issues associated with the socio-legal aspects of sex work and was awarded First Prize, for Best Up-and-Coming Researcher by the Journal of Culture, Health and Sexuality (2003).  John is Co-Editor of The Journal of Sociology and Associate Editor of Higher Education Research and Development.   

Teela Sanders

Senior Lecturer in Sociology of Crime and Deviance, Leeds University

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/sociology/people/ts.htm
Email: t.l.m.sanders@leeds.ac.uk 
After gaining a D.Phil from Oxford University in Sociology, Teela took up a post at the School of Sociology and Social Policy in 2003, promoted to SL in 2006. Teela’s research interests have largely focused on various aspects of the British sex industry, represented in two books: ‘Sex Work. A Risky Business’ (Willan, 2005) and ‘Paying for Pleasure: Men Who Buy Sex’ (Willan, 2008). Teela is Chair of the Board of Trustees at Genesis (an outreach project for sex workers and young people exploited) since 2006 and an Associate Member of the UK Network of Sex Work Projects.

Kay Good

http://www.goodgrrls.com/
Kay Good founded and runs the escort agency GoodGrrls in London, for which she won the Erotic Awards Sex Industry Worker of the Year Award 2004. In addition to GoodGrrls, she has managed a dungeon and worked in the areas of domme and sub work, text sex, phone sex, glamour photography and erotic art. Kay authored ‘In Good Company: an Escort’s guide’ to escorting, published in 2005 by Fusion Press.

Vanessa Munro

Email: Vanessa.Munro@nottingham.ac.uk
Vanessa Munro is Professor of Socio-Legal Studies at the University of Nottingham. Her work is informed by feminist theoretical analysis, and is especially interested in examining the law's engagement with women's (sexual) consent. She is author of 'Law and Politics at the Perimeter: Re-Evaluating Key Debates in Feminist Theory' (Hart, 2007) and co-editor of 'Sexuality and the Law: Feminist Engagements' (Cavendish, 2007). She has conducted research on trafficking and prostitution, funded variously by The Nuffield Foundation, the ESRC and the British Academy, and was appointed as Special Advisor to the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights in its recent Human Trafficking Inquiry. She is currently co-editing a book entitled 'Demanding Sex?: Critical Reflections on the Supply / Demand Dynamic in Prostitution' (Ashgate, 2008).

Jane Pitcher

Email: jepitcher@btinternet.com
Jane Pitcher is an independent social researcher, affiliated to Staffordshire and Aston Universities and other research organizations. She has been undertaking research for the past 20 years including studies on social exclusion, regeneration programmes, disadvantaged young people, and women working in the sex industry.  As a volunteer for a sex worker support service in the West Midlands, Jane was involved in a community engagement research project on the needs of indoor and street-based sex workers. She is the author (with Campbell, Hubbard, O’Neill and Scoular) of ‘Living and working in areas of street sex work’, funded by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (published 2006 and available on www.jrf.org.uk). She is an associate member of the UK Network of Sex Work Projects.

Becky Adams 

Becky Adams founded Becky’s Kittens massage parlour and gentleman’s retreat in Milton Keynes. Becky is an after-dinner speaker and is very experienced in the commercial and political aspects of the sex industry. Email: becky@beckyadamsmedia.co.uk


http://www.madambeckyadams.com/Homepage.htm


Ariana Chevalier

Email: arianachevalier@yahoo.com
http://www.arianachevalier.com/
Arian Chevalier is an escort who offers a wide range of services, including dinner dates, tantric training, and her own form of sex therapy called "Holistic Sex Coaching" in which she specialises. Ariana won the award of "Sex Worker of the Year" at this year's Erotic Awards ceremony in London. The awards and celebrations that followed that followed the ceremony helped raise money for the very worthwhile charity "Outsiders", which helps promote the right of disabled people to have an active sex life, something Ariana is keen to endorse.  

Suzanne Jenkins

PhD student, School of Law, Keele University

Email: S.jenkins@ilpj.keele.ac.uk
Suzanne’s PhD research uses the example of sex work to address issues such as how sexual exploitation may be more multi-dimensional than is generally taken for granted. Her study seeks to expand academic understandings of interpersonal power, sexual autonomy, agency and empowerment, by carrying out empirical research with both male and female sex workers. This research aims to address the theoretical question of whether prostitution is fundamentally exploitative, and what role, if any, law has to play in the regulation of commercial sex.
Abstracts

John Scott 

Understanding the Rural Sex Industry

Abstract

Sex work is a highly spatialised activity. If we are to better appreciate the way in which sex work has been organized, regulated and represented, an understanding of the socio-geographic dimensions of the sex industry is necessary. Consider, for example, how the activities of sex workers have been defined and categorized according to spatial dimensions: a commonplace dichotomy is that drawn between ‘public’ prostitution or ‘private’ prostitution. Indeed, street workers have been transformed in popular consciousness and research literature into the archetypal prostitute, coming to represent much of what is considered to be socially problematic with commercial sex and, by association, urban life. Often lacking in the research literature has been an acknowledgement of the wide diversity of activities and experiences categorised under the term ‘prostitution’. A major area of neglect has been rural sex work. While it may be safely held that most sex work exists in urban settings and that the visibility of sex workers is high in such settings, this should not imply that sex work in rural settings is not a significant or distinctive phenomenon worthy of scholarly attention. Drawing on interview data, this paper examines the rural sex industry by providing an account of how prostitution is practiced and experienced in rural communities in rural NSW.  A link will be drawn between the spatial distribution of the sex industry and its regulation.

Teela Sanders

Male Sexual Scripts: Intimacy, Sexuality and Pleasure in the Purchase of Commercial Sex.

Abstract

This paper examines empirical qualitative data with men who buy sexual services from women who work as escorts and in massage parlours. It investigates men’s meaning of the sexual experience, their desires for intimacy and their experience of the commercial boundaries. This paper argues that there are problems with initially making the distinction between normative and non-normative sexual relationships where commerce is present. The sexual scripts of the ‘regular’ male client are compared to heterosexual male sexual scripts, arguing that commercial sexual relationships can mirror the traditional romance, courtship rituals, modes and meanings of communication, sexual familiarity, mutual satisfaction and emotional intimacies. The findings suggest that general understandings of sex work and prostitution are based on false dichotomies between commercial and non-commercial relationships. Nuanced understanding of the micro-relationship between the sex worker and regular client beyond a structural analysis can be applied to a policy framework that reinforces responsibility in the male client role. 

Kay Good

 ‘X’ Talk

Abstract 

X-talk is a London-based project which offers free English classes for workers in the sex industry. Supported by the International Union of Sex Workers and is funded by the Feminist Review Trust, X-talk is open to all workers in the sex industry and is designed to help them to communicate better at work and with clients in a safe and confidential space.

http://www.xtalkproject.net/en/history_en.htm
Vanessa Munro

Towards a Theory of Exploitation in the Context of Anti-Trafficking Discourse

Abstract

In a contemporary context in which connections between trafficking for sexual and labour purposes have been emphasised in international anti-trafficking discourse, the activities of prostitution and non-sex-work are drawn closer together, and it is the concept of exploitation (in legislation, policy and practice) that is purported to unite them. Despite (or perhaps because of) this, the divergent nature of the locus and modes of exploitation involved therein has remained significantly under-theorised. Interrogating the meaning and parameters of the concept of exploitation – both in general and in the specific context of contemporary people trafficking activity – this paper takes steps towards a reflective understanding of exploitation that can be applied more coherently in the ongoing debates over sex, work, and sex work. 

Jane Pitcher

Street-based sex work and UK policy

Abstract

There is no reliable estimate of the numbers of street-based sex workers in the UK.  It is generally agreed, however, that there has been a decrease in women working on the street, in part because the availability of mobile phones and the use of the internet provide new ways of making contact with clients.  Nonetheless, street sex markets are well-established in many UK towns and cities and have been a central focus of recent policy debates, particularly in response to complaints from more vociferous residents’ groups and concerns over community safety and increasing drug use on the streets, which have led to street-based sex work being defined as ‘nuisance activity’.  Although recent policy documents such as the Co-ordinated Prostitution Strategy express concerns about combating exploitation and supporting women to find routes out of prostitution alongside reducing public nuisance, the emphasis in current practice has been more on enforcement activities than on protecting women involved in sex work.  Drawing on recent research, this paper will present an overview of street-based sex work (particularly in relation to women workers) and consider the implications of recent policy developments in the UK which centre on criminal justice interventions to address issues relating to street sex work; and will discuss alternative approaches that may provide a more sustained response to problems encountered by sex workers and local communities.

Becky Adams-

Policing - obstacles to running sex work venues in the UK

Abstract - To follow 

Ariana Chevalier

The Social Role of an Escort

Abstract

In order to offer a counterbalance to what can be a stereotypical set of images and perspectives regarding escort work, Ariana puts forward an account of how choosing to do escort work is not always in response to coercion or dire poverty. Whilst not glamorising the role of an escort, Ariana will try to describe how for her, it was a rational choice that she took in full knowledge of not only the positive and negative aspect of sex work, but with an appreciation of her own strengths and weaknesses. Ariana explains her philosophy toward her career choice and why she has chosen to incorporate a number of specialist services. For example, some of these services are particularly vocational in character and are aimed at promoting the notion that everyone is entitled to an active fulfilling sex life no matter what their (legal) age, shape/size, race, or level of (dis)ability. In doing so, Ariana encourages us to think more about how sex work can make a positive contribution to society in terms of sexual well being and sex education and should perhaps be incorporated into health services more generally.

Suzanne Jenkins

Sexuality, gender and the sex industry

Abstract

Despite being the focus of most sex work research, not all sex workers are heterosexual women. Although prostitution is portrayed as being almost exclusively a relationship of men paying women for sexual services, this image of the female sex worker and her male client is far from a complete picture. In this paper I provide overviews of other prostitute relationships, such as female sex tourists, transsexual sex workers and the relationship between lesbianism and prostitution. Using some preliminary data from my recent survey with male and female escorts, I contend that the existence of other ways in which prostitution, gender and sexuality can come together needs to be recognised so that research into sex work can be carried out in a more inclusive way.

